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of Magadha to the borders of Samatata in the east and to the
boundaries of Surastra in the west and from almost the footsteps of
the Himalayas in the north to the confines of Central India in the
south. It did not merely foster aggrandisement but, \ as will be
shown presently, it patronised the fine arts the range of which was
considerable and protected the various religions of the country with
a commendable display of toleration. The external splendour of this
administrative system did not Imply that its interior was rotten, for
it developed a robust constitution which survived for more than three
centuries of remarkable sovereignty, It not only survived during
this period but it largely influenced the administrative organisations
of most of the north as well as south Indian dynasties till the close
of the twelfth century, and such a power reveals the strength it
wielded and the influence it exerted even long after the Gupta
empire had disappeared as a political power from the sphere of
contemporary history.